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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
1 . Claims 1-33 are pending in this office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1, the preamble discloses a method for formulation of queries. 
However, the body of the claim does not describe how to formulate those queries. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§I02 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-1 1 and 23-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Wilson (US 6,460,031). 
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Regarding claims 1-7 and 29-32, Wilson discloses a method for formulation of 
queries for use in accessing information from a knowledge base (See col. 2, line 55-67), 
said method comprising: 

(a) displaying a first menu list of words or phrases (See col. 3, lines 1-3); 

(b) receiving a first selection of at least one of the words or phrases in the first 
menu list (See col. 3, lines 1-5); and 

(c) obtaining a second menu list of words or phrases based on the first selection of 
at least one of the words or phrases in the first menu list (See col. 3, lines 5-10). 

(d) receiving a second selection of at least one of the words or phrases in the 
second menu list (See col. 5, lines 53-60) as per claim 3. 

(e) formulating a query from at least the first selection and the second selection 
(See col. 6, lines 20-44) as per claims 4 and 9. 

wherein said obtaining (c) comprises dynamically generating the second menu list based 
on the first selection of at least one of the words or phrases in the first menu list (See col. 
3, line 4-5) as per claims 2, 7, and 30. 

wherein the query is a natural language phrase, sentence or question (See col. 2, lines 65- 
67, and col. 6, lines 39-44) as per claims 5-6 and 31-32. 



Regarding claim 8, Wilson discloses said obtaining (c) comprises selecting the 
second menu list from a plurality of predetermined menu lists based on the first selection 
of at least one of the words or phrases in the first menu list (See Fig. 4, and col. 5, lines 
39-60). 
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Regarding claim 10, Wilson discloses (f) displaying the query produced by said 
formulating (e) (618, Fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 11, Wilson discloses wherein said formulating (e) comprises 
concatenating the first selection and the second selection together to form at least a 
portion of the query (See Fig. 6). 



Regarding claim 33, Wilson discloses whereby the phrase, sentence or question is 
form through menu selections of words or phrases and thus without having to enter 
individual characters therefor (See Fig. 4, and col. 5, lines 39-60). 

Regarding claim 23, Wilson discloses a method for retrieving information from a 
knowledge base for a user, said method comprising: 

(a) constructing a natural language query from a series of user word or phrase 
menu selections, the series of user word or phrase menu selections being associated with 
a series of menus that are presented to user (See Figs. 4, 5, 6, and col. 5, line 39 to col. 6, 
line 44); 

(b) processing the natural language query to obtain a response from the 
knowledge base (See col. 6, line 57 to col. 7, line 15); and 

(c) displaying the response the user (See col. 7, lines 15-16). 



Regarding claims 24 and 26, Wilson discloses a method for retrieving pertinent 
information from a data source for a user, said method comprising: 



J 
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(a) displaying an initial menu of words or phrases (See col. 5, lines 61-54); 

(b) receiving an initial user menu selection of at least one of the words or phrases 
of the initial menu (See col. 5, lines 64-66); 

(c) obtaining a subsequent menu of words or phrases based on the s initial user 
menu selection (See col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 2); 

(d) displaying the subsequent menu of words or phrases See col. 5, line 66 to col. 
6, line 2); 

(e) receiving a subsequent user menu selection of at least one of the words or 
phrases of the subsequent menu (See col. 6, lines 2-3); 

(f) displaying an initial query in accordance with at least the to subsequent user 
menu selection (See col. 4, lines 42-49, also Fig. 6, and col. 6, linel7-44); 

(g) determining whether additional user menu selections are desired or needed 
(See Col. 6, lines 17-44); 

(h) repeating said obtaining (c) through said displaying (f) until said determining 
(g) determines that no additional user menu selections are is desired or needed, wherein 
an updated query is displayed by said displaying (f) in accordance with at least the 
plurality of the subsequent user menu selections (See 618, Fig. 6, and Col. 7, lines 9-15); 

(i) obtaining a response to the updated query (See Col. 7, lines 9-15); and 

(j) presenting and displaying the response to the user (See col. 7, lines 15-16). 



Regarding claim 25, Wilson discloses wherein said obtaining (i) comprises: 

(il) forming a request for the response to the updated query (See col. 7, 
lines 9-14); 
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(12) transmitting the request to a remote server from which the response is 
obtained (See col. 7, lines 13-15); and 

(13) receiving the response from the remote server (See col. 7, lines 15- 



Regarding claim 27, Wilson discloses wherein the words or phrases in the initial 
menu are concepts (See Fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 28, Wilson discloses wherein the initial query and the updated 
query are natural language queries (See col. 2, lines 65-67, and col. 6, lines 39-44). 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 12-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wilson (US 6,460,031), in view of DeLorme (US 5,948,040). 

Regarding claims 12, 17, and 19, Wilson discloses all the claimed subject matter 
as set forth above in claims 1-5. However, Wilson is silent as to use a mobile computing 
device to operate the method of claims 1-5. On the other hand, DeLorme discloses a 
mobile computing device using menus to generate queries (See 907, Fig. 9B, and col. 71, 



16). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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line 61 to col. 72, lines 3, and also see the abstract, DeLorme et al.). Since Wilson uses 
computer system to operate the method of formulating queries using menus. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to include a mobile computing device in the system of Wilson. The motivation 
would have been to enhance the flexibility and convenience of the system so that the 
system can be used anywhere. 

Regarding claim 13, Wilson/DeLorme discloses wherein the user word or phrase 
menu selections with respect to earlier of the menus of the series of menus affects the 
particular words or phrases in subsequent of the menus of the series of menus (See Fig. 6, 
Wilson et al.) 

Regarding claim 14, Wilson/DeLorme discloses wherein the one or more phrases, 
sentences or questions being constructed by said constructing (b) are natural language 
phrases, sentences or questions (See col. 2, lines 65-67, and col. 6, lines 39-44, Wilson et 



Regarding claim 15, Wilson/DeLorme discloses (c) displaying the one or more 
phrases, sentences or questions from said constructing (b) (See col. 4, lines 42-49, also 
Fig. 6, and col. 6, Hnel7-44, Wilson et al.); 

Regarding claim 16, Wilson/DeLorme discloses wherein said displaying (c) 
operates to incrementally update the one or more phrases, sentences or questions being 



al.). 
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displayed as each of the series of user word or phrase menu selections are individually 



Regarding claim 18, Wilson/DeLorme discloses wherein at least adjacent ones of 
the menus in the series of menus have a grammatical and/or contextual relationship (See 
Fig. 4, Wilson et al). 

Regarding claim 20, Wilson/DeLorme discloses wherein said constructing (b) 
operates to construct the one or more phrases, sentences or questions based on the series 
of user word or phrase menu selections and based on one or more of user selection 
history, user preferences, content or application (See col. 5, lines 1-10, Wilson et al.). 

Regarding claim 21, Wilson/DeLorme discloses wherein the series of menus are 
predetermined (See col. 5, lines 42-60, Wilson et al.). 

Regarding claim 22. Wilson/DeLorme discloses wherein a plurality of the menus 
in the series of menus are dynamically determined in response to menu selections (See 
col. 3, line 4-5, Wilson et al.). 



made (See col. 7, lines 9-15, Wilson et al.). 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Nishibori U.S Patent No. 5,977,948 discloses input processing system for 
characters. 



examiner should be directed to Merilyn P Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305- 
5177. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 703-308-1436. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 for 
regular communications and 703-746-7240 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 

MN 

June 13, 2004 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




